This is a tribute by Perry Brass which he read at the Ordination Ceremony of Steve Parelli, May 31, 2009
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For Steve Parelli, "Out of Kenya and From his Heart"

by Perry Brass
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            Steve Parelli has taken his own unguarded and natural sense of goodness, that had been so long and sorely pained in Syracuse, and unfolded it as a young bird unfolds its wings from the warmth of its body, and released it to places overlooked, too long, as a matter of course. The vital places: places of the world’s future. Africa. South America.  Soon, South East Asia. He has extended the deep transparent goodness of Christ in its call for justice and in its compassion, and placed it in a harmony of physical and spiritual love that is even more forbidden now in many regions and countries, where injustice and death stalk our own kindred people. Where fear and isolation drive our own people, “our kind,” as the writer Christopher Isherwood called us, to shrink themselves into a state of shame that kidnaps their souls. And he has given this soul back to people in Kenya particularly and to other countries in Africa, and said to our own kind there: You must know that you are not alone; that you are beyond value. And that your own goodness and beauty is more precious than anything that will be pumped or mined for money from the earth, is more precious than the brutality or the political expediency or neglect that too often define power. 


Steve has spoken directly to blunt power without fear; he has gone directly into the midst of religious bigotry and held his face up with goodness and genuine humility and pride, so that he has become a center in these quarters for others of our kind to go to, to seek in their own moments of fear compassion and grace, and a knowledge of their worthiness from him. 

            This is the justice of a real economy: one based on the kind of human goodness that comes out of Steve’s light and endearing heart. An economy based without fear, without slander, and without the pain of the evil perpetrated out of ignorance. This justice understands that the world’s most precious energy is the oil used to anoint Christ with love, and that all of us deserve this love for our own anointing and to anoint each other. And it is with this oil that we can recall the bright light of Africa in Steve’s eyes, and we can recall it right now, for us here, too, in Steve’s work with Other Sheep and with us. And that we can see this light is right and just and good for us, as Steve has seen and worked for justice with his own heart. For that is what we want now: a justice that comes from the heart. And without this, Steve’s work in Africa and other difficult places would never be done. 
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Above photo:





Parry Brass, author and personal friend of Steve Parelli.





Taken at MCCNY, May 31, 2009.
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Standing left to right:


Rev. Wilson


Rev. Flunder


Rev. Bumgardner





Kneeling:


Rev. Parelli





Above Photo, left to right:


Rev. Nancy Wilson, Rev. Steve Parelli, Rev. Pat Bumgardner
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