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From: "RvPatMCCNY@aol.com" <RvPatMCCNY@aol.com>
To: sparelli2002@yahoo.com
Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2009 10:05:53 AM
Subject: Ordination


Dear Steve,

Here is a copy of the liturgy proper for your ordination.

I hope this is helpful to you.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me

on my cell phone.
I hope you and Jose have a pleasant day today,

and that tomorrow will be a day of great joy

for both of you.

 

Love,

Pat

 

 

 

Ordination Ceremony of Stephen Richard Parelli

 

+MCCNY, Pentecost Sunday

31 May 2009, 11am

 

{The Ordained is dressed in white alb and gold or white cincture.  The Liturgy of the 11am Celebration will be followed, with the Ordination Ceremony following the sermon.  Rev. Wilson, the Quartet of Readers and Perry Brass, along with Rev. Wilson’s assistants and the Ordained, will come forward before the altar following the sermon.}  

 

+Calling of the Candidate                                                     The Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson

 

{Introductory material prepared by Nancy about Steve + Reading of Scriptural sentences by Quartet of Readers in English and Spanish + Tribute prepared by Perry Brass}

 

            Rev. Wilson concludes:

            Therefore, I testify to you now, as God’s servant called to lead

            Metropolitan Community Churches in this world, that Steve is

            prepared to answer God’s call, and worthy to be set aside for

            this service.

 

            If it is your consensus, as his home congregation, to join me in this

            testimony, please respond by saying, AMEN!  THANKS BE TO GOD!

            {Congregation responds.}

 

+Examination of the Candidate                                                                        Rev. Wilson

 

Steve, as you prepare to be consecrated to the order of clergyperson in Metropolitan Community Churches, I ask you to enter into a prayerful and reverential state before God and this family of faith.

 

Always remember that you have been called to serve, not to be served --- to live your entire life, not only the times at Church, as one who exemplifies the values of the Gospel and the presence of the Risen Christ.

 

Let the Holy Spirit be your guide and inspiration in all things. --- Hold this truth close to your heart:  that this entire body gathered is the priesthood of Christ.  Never assume a position of superiority, but rather one of mutual respect and accountability.

 

Use your gifts for teaching to share the Word of Life and to help our people discover the hope to which they are called.  Believe passionately in God’s Word.  Teach what you believe.  Practice what you teach.  By your example, lead our people home.

 

            Make every effort to exemplify the mystery celebrated at this

            altar*.  Put to death in yourself all that works against life. 

            Raise up everything that leads to new life in Christ.

 

Remember to be true to the spiritual disciplines that formed you along the way.  Pray daily --- take seriously your commitment to lift the needs of our people before God in devotion.  Act with compassion and kindness no matter the situation or circumstance.  Make sure people can see in you, the joy and peace of Christ.

 

Be united in spirit with the whole fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches throughout the world.  As you prepare to be consecrated mark in yourself a special honor and respect for The Rev. Troy Perry, founder of our denomination, and all the Elders and Pastors who serve this flock.  Make this promise in your heart:  to join with your colleagues in following the Good Shepherd, who lays down his life that others might live.

 

This is your charge.  I ask you now, in the face of this charge:

 

            Are you resolved, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to enter into

            the office of the ordered ministry, and to follow God’s call

            wherever it may lead, for the rest of your life?

 

            I AM.

 

            Are you resolved to honor the specific duties that will fall to you

            ministerially and liturgically, for the glory of God and the sanctification

            of God’s people?

 

            I AM.

 

            Are you resolved to maintain and deepen the type of spiritual life that will

            allow you to be transparent for the presence of Christ when preaching

            and celebrating the liturgy? 

 

            I AM WITH THE HELP OF GOD.

 

{Ordinand kneels and puts hands inside celebrants’s:}  May God who has begun this good work in you bring it to fulfillment.

 

+Prayer of Consecration                                        {Rev.  David Cockcroft, co-author}      

 

{Ordinand lies prostrate before the altar, with a linen handkerchief placed for the face.  All clergy and designated persons come forward.  Clergy kneel around Ordinand; designated persons stand.  Congregation rises and extends hands in a sign of blessing.  Celebrant stands at the feet facing the altar.}

 

Rev. Wilson:  Steve, I ask you to prostrate yourself now before the altar of God, as a symbol of your devotion and allegiance to God’s service, and God’s service alone.

 

Let us pray:

 

Eternal and ever-lasting God, who governs all things in heaven and earth,  you have always chosen  servants to speak your word and lead your people. Some are called to be prophets, some to be evangelists, some to be pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints and the building-up of the Body of Christ.

 

We thank you now for Stephen, whom you have called to serve you.  We remember that when you gathered the disciples on that first Pentecost, you breathed over them the Holy Spirit, so that people of every culture, race, nationality, sexuality, belief and practice might be able to hear and understand the Word of Life and join in praising your mighty deeds.    

 

Send that same Spirit upon Stephen now.  Set him apart this day for his special work.

Bestow upon him the grace needed to proclaim with diligence and commitment your word of love.  Under your guidance and inspiration, may he join with ministers of the Gospel everywhere in continuing the saving work of Christ.

 

Give him now a new heart and a right spirit,

that the work he does might be patterned on that of Jesus the Christ,

and according to your promise, exceed that example.

 

Give Stepehn the Spirit of Truth, that all fear may be removed from him

and that with boldness and pride he} may risk everything for the sake of

the Good News and liberation of all your people.

 

Give Stephen this day a spirit of holiness.  By your strong presence in him may his conduct achieve a state beyond reproach.  Give him ears to hear as Christ, eyes to see as Christ, a mind and spirit to understand and act as Christ.

 

And give to us, his family, colleagues and friends, the courage and discipline to follow where he rightly leads us, that together we may show your love to the world.

 

Help Stephen to be a faithful disciple all the days of his life.  

 

We ask this blessing in the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.  Amen+

 

+Anointing of Hands

{Ordinand rises from position and kneels facing celebrant; celebrant anoints open palms.}

 

Rev. Wilson:

It has long been the tradition of the Church, that the hands of the new priest should be anointed with oil, as a sign of dedication to God’s service.

 

Steve, on behalf of the People of God, I anoint your hands with this holy oil.  They symbolize your physical commitment to the labors of Christ.  May those they touch be blessed with the power of God’s presence in our midst.  Amen+

 

+Investiture

{Chasuble and stole have been used to dress the altar prior to the service.  Chalices and patens have been placed on the rear altar.  ---  Designated people, following celebrant’s explanations, place the stole and then the chasuble on the person being ordained.}

 

Rev. Wilson:

The stole and chasuble are the traditional garb of liturgical ministers.  They symbolize that Steve now takes on  the yoke of Christ.

 

            As you receive these vestments, remember Jesus’ words:  “My yoke

            is easy, and my burden is light.”  May your presence among us as a

            clergyperson, always reflect that good news.

 

+Presentation of the Chalice, Paten and Bible

{As the designated person or persons first hand the chalice and paten, then the Bible, to the person being ordained, celebrant will say the following. Newly ordained receives the gifts and places them on the altar, returning then to the front of the altar for presentation.}

 

            Jesus’ last supper with his friends and his promise to always be with

            them have become central to our hope as a community of faith.  *Receive

            this chalice and paten as a sign of  your commitment to strive to keep this

            body in communion with that promise and hope.

 

            Receive this treasured Bible --- one that has been with you throughout

            your faith journey --- as a reminder of the truth that you are not alone,

            and that the Word of God is always with you.

 

+Presentation of  newly ordained:

 

            May I now present to you, The Reverend Steve Parelli!

 

            *Congregation acclaims!

 

            Solo {musical} & offering

 

+The Celebration and Sharing of Communion with the newly ordained as a co-celebrant  
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Standing left to right:


Rev. Nancy Wilson, 


Rev. Yvette Flunder, 


Rev. Pat Bumgardner





Kneeling:


Rev. Steve Parelli
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