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INDIA

Kerala and Goa:  July 2 – August 12, 2011

This segment of the report was written jointly by Jose Ortiz and Steve Parelli
Data for this report was taken from www.othersheepexecsite.com
India -- Our time in India can be divided into three parts: 
Part I in India:  Trivandrum, Kerala, India – July 2-10, 2011 – Highlights
· The Malayalam version of TCAF (The Children Are Free)
· Evening of July 4 – Hot off the press, the TCAF in Malayalam is presented to us at our hotel by:
· Sam Sone and R.S.Ajith of TTF

· Rev. D. L. Paulson, Pastor, Church of South India

· D. Mano, Guest Lecturer and Professor of the Tamil language, University of Kerala

· First Day of TTF Conference, July 7 – TCAF in Malayalam is unveiled and distributed to conference attendees (about 50 attendees total during the three day conference)

· 2000 copies in first printing of the book

· 1000 copies for TTF use

· 1000 copies for Steve and Jose to distribute

· 400 copies to be sent to libraries throughout India by TTF

· 600 copies (less 20 which were brought to NYC) distributed by Steve and Jose while in Kerala

· Speaking Engagements in Kerala

· Lay Leaders Conference – July 7-9

· Steve speaks on the first day on "An Inclusive Community or What the Church in India Must Consider Towards Becoming a Welcoming and Affirming Church for LGBT people."
· Jose speaks on the second day on Psychological aspects of relationship within the Church
· Kerala University Students Meeting – July 18
· Initiated and planned by two Kerala University Students who met Steve and Jose as they were distributing literature outside the campus
· Journalist from India Today national weekly attends
· Young adult English class – July 11
· Jose and Steve both speak on the topic of homosexuality
· Discussing/ Planning/ Organizing with Nationals
· July 5 – Discuss a gay/lesbian association for South India; first draft paper prepared by Mr. Ghosh was considered.  In attendance:  Mr. and Mrs. Ghosh;  R.S.Ajith and Sam Sone (of TTF); Steve and Jose
· July 9 – Discuss and make plans for a Aug 20-25, 2012 consultation workshop in India with Dr. David Joy.  In attendance:  Dr. David Joy, Steve and Jose, and Ajith of TTF.
· July  14 – Steve and Jose, by invitation, travel to a seminary in the state of Tamil Nadu where we present the ministry of Other Sheep to the President and three professors; serious consideration by the seminary president is given for a future Other Sheep seminar with students; inviting professor is an associate of TTF; president is very sympathetic; one professor in the session strongly objected to our presence
· Ministry with Individuals (in Trivandrum)
· At our hotel room three individuals called on us for counsel:  One, a religious leader also working a professional job; another from the service sector and friend.  Each received a copy of TCAF in Malayalam
· General Distribution of Literature (in and around Trivandrum)
· Wherever we went (restaurants and while in travel on public transportation) we distributed literature either in the form of a news release printout or a flyer on TCAR in Malayalam; we created a flyer and a news release in Malayalam
· July 12 - Kerala University center and men’s university dorm – distribute handout on the TCAF book publication
· July 13 - Kerala United Theological Seminary - distributed the Malayalam book, news release and new book announcement handouts to students; met with the acting principal.

· Tamil Nadu
· July 14 - Local CSI diocesan office – Leave literature for the Bishop
· July 14 - Christian university (name withheld) – Distribute 300 news release printouts to students at entrance of campus
· Media
· July 13 - Go to The Hindu press to present our news release (no results as far as we know)
· July 13 -  Phone and obtain (within two hours) an interview with M. G. Radhakrishnan who writes an article on Other Sheep in Kerala that was published in India Today issue September 26, 2011
Part II in India:  Kottayam, Kerala, India – July 19-28, 2011 – Highlights

Kottayam, Kerala, becomes our base of operations for reaching Kottayam, Tiruvally, the 
backwaters of Kumarakum, Kannur, Ernakulum and Koshi. 

Objectives during this time:

(1) Our main objective was to strategically distribute 600 copies of the book TCAF in Malayalam (we distributed about 580 copies, including copies we distributed in Trivandrum; brought about 20 copies to NYC to distribute to Kerala Indians in NYC)
(2) Our second objective was to make as many personal contacts as we could with individuals of all walks of life – from Seminaries and churches to people we met in our day-to-day coming and going (which included clergy in the streets, a professor in our hotel lobby, churches in route to destinations, and every day people); we literally talked with everyone who crossed our path

(3) Our third objective was to hit the media along the way so as to have the widest outreach possible.
Kottayam –Tiruvally – and backwaters of Kumarakum – July 19 – 24 (This area of Kerala is known as the Christian religious center of Kerala)
· Distribution of Literature 
*indicates we spent time speaking with them; 
+indicates material was left for or with the person/place with much or no dialogue
· Seminaries

· “Old Seminary” - +two professors, *head librarian, +principal, *Pentecostal student from KUTS, *Baptist female student, *student guide; walk on – July 20
· Believers’ Church Seminary – a *priest-student from Bangladesh; *librarian – July 21
· New India Bible Seminary (Pentecostal)  – *Dr. Jaison Thomas, principal – receives copies for faculty – July 21
· Bookstores

· CSS Bookshop (Christian) and *Mr. Vijoy T. Oommen, manger (leave 50 copies for sell) – July 21
· *Bible Tower Bookstore and a third *Christian bookstore

· DC Book distribution (secular)– leave a copy with *market manager

· Churches/Denominations
· Mar Toma Church next to our hotel – several packets left with *+individuals from area churches attending committee meeting; by invitation – July 19
· Believers’ Church TV station – two copies (per request; met with a *representative of the station)
· A second +Catholic church on the backwaters – July 23
· Individuals
· *Two priests on the street, one from “Old Seminary” and the other with CSI (Church of South India) – July 19
· By appointment, a *Christian professor from a 
denominated theological college (a leading school 
within its denomination); the professor:   – July 24
· Meets in hotel room from 10:00AM – 3:00PM

· Discusses plans for on-going/future distribution of 
Malayalam TCAF book

· Leaves with 135 copies of TCAF (including about 
20 in English)
· *Professor (not in the area of religion) in hotel lobby – July 20
· +Bishop (anonymous) – leave 10 copies for a Bishop we met *previous year – July 21

· (By appointment) a *theologian (lecturer) at an area seminary - leave books which he will place in colleges; left copies with him for +another theologian (in Trivandrum) – July 21

· A CSI *pastor, his *wife and teen *daughter on the backwaters – July 22

· A Catholic church (first catholic church) *young priest on the backwaters – July 22

· A few general Christian *people on the backwaters (working, walking) – July 21, 22

· Pentecostal pastor on the back waters (11 copies) – July 21, 22
· Media

· Malayala Manorama newsprint, *Mr. Thomas Jacob (later paper emails us that book review of TCAF in Malayalam was printed) – July 21
Kannur, Kerala – July 25 – 26, 2011

· Distribution of literature on and from the train from Kottayam to Kannur (about 7 hours +); talking with individuals  July 25
· Distribution of a five page flyer on the Malayalam book among passengers in the train and on platforms where the train stopped (Steve hawking – holding new book; offering free flyers in Malayalm on the new book release); talking at length with individuals on the train
· Contacting Media/ One Catholic Priest/ In and around Kannur  July 26
· K. C. Vargheses, a journalist and writer (and associate with TTF), gives us his car and driver for the day and instructs us to visit newspapers (and one Catholic priest and one friend a naturalist doctor); we drop off news releases and copies of TCAF at:

· 90+ year old Italian Catholic priest (we meet and visit with him); and naturalist doctor (we meet and visit with him)

· Five newspaper bureaus

· One newspaper says the story will come out (in Malayalam) in two days (we have not verified this)

· One paper (Catholic paper, which we did not know at the time) says come back at 5:00PM to meet the editor (showed much interest); upon return editor dismisses us stating a Catholic paper could not print our story
· Press Club – between 40-50 mail boxes in which we place our literature
· At reception area meet press people; fold and our English and Malayalam news release in copies of the Malayalam book; put books (with news releases) in mail boxes of newspapers - between 40-50 sets in mail boxes

· Newspaper photographer at press club takes pictures of us, including a couple pictures kissing (at his request) - says photos will come out in next day paper
· (July 26-27 – We return to Kottayam by train during the night in a sleeper car) 

Kottayam, Ernakulum and Koshi – July 27 – 28, 2011 
· Police Officer attempts to intimidate us – July 27
· Jose returns to hotel room (while Steve is at computer café) and is told that the police were at the hotel looking for us (a police officer left his name and phone number for Jose to call him) while we were in Kannur on Monday or Tuesday; we phone the number two or three times from our hotel room but do not get an English-speaking person
· Later in the day (once we had moved to a new hotel), the KU student phoned the police officer and in Malayalam the officer asked what is Jose's nationality ("and his friend's") and when are they leaving Kottayam; it appeared to us at this point that the officer was acting on his own hoping to intimidate us - he said nothing of filing a report or that he was acting in an official capacity (the KU student told the officer that he was only acting as a translator. The officer was asking about Jose’s nationality and when we would leave Kottayam)
· Distribution of Literature – July 28
· Jose delivers 10 copies of TCAF to Catholic medical student who is a friend of KU student meeting organizer from Trivandrum meeting
· Jose delivers more than 20 news packets to Kottayam Press Club mailboxes

· To Ernakulm  by train (in first class), Jose gives a copy of Malyalam TCAF book to Catholic fellow passenger returning to Mumbai who asked if he could purchase the book.
· Press Club in Ernakulum – place about 30 packets in mailboxes

· Our 2010 Fort Kochi auto-rickshaw driver met us (by appointment) outside of Press Club of Ernakulum and accompanies us to Junction Station; We give him two books - one for him, and one for the staff at Koder House, Fort Kochi, where we stayed in 2010

· Ministry to People – July 28
· In Ernakulum We Meet (for the first time) at Ernakulam North Station platform a young gay Catholic man (by appointment) who had connected with us through Deepa, an LGBT activist friend we had in common;

Part III in India:  Goa, India, July 29 – August 12, 1022

Our two weeks in Goa was our vacation time! Through our “time share” we stayed in a three-star hotel in Baga, Goa, and explored the sites of Goa on a scooter. However, much of our vacation time was used for Other Sheep ministry to
· contact media in person about Other Sheep accomplishments in Kerala (two to three days in two major cities)

· A pre-recorded interview with us was aired on two TV networks
· INDIA Goa News Prudent Media, August 3, 2011

· INDIA Goa, India HCN TV August 3, 2011
· The TV news aired the interview several times over a period of 24 hours; this gave us on-sight recognition by the general public at times
· work with two university students on their idea to make an independent film (an evening and a day)

· write narratives and reports about our time in Kerala and place them on the website and blog (most mornings for two or three hours or more)

· do an on-line interview with Fridae.com (an afternoon or morning), 

· maintain correspondence with Singapore and Nepal for our up-coming days there (a couple days – into the afternoon).
· distribute to one church our literature

· as we did our sightseeing we most always spoke with people about Other Sheep (because we were constantly being asked what we do)

SINGAPORE
August 13 – 16, 2011
This segment of the report was written by Steve Parelli

Data for this report was taken from www.othersheepexecsite.com

Singapore – With the Community Free Church (our second visit; our first visit was in 2009)
Saturaday, August 13.  After flying all night from Goa, India, Nglam Su-Lin, Executive Pastor of Free Community Church picked us up at the airport and took us to our hotel near Clark’s Quay.  The church covered the expenses of the hotel.  We spent Saturday doing laundry, preparing a PowerPoint for Sunday afternoon, and photo copying handouts
Sunday, August 14. Rev. Boon preached in the morning.  Steve and Jose presented “Is There Really Such a Thing as Ex-gay?” in the afternoon, a seiminar

· About 70 people attended

· FCC provided copies of the “ex-gay” paper in English and in Mandarin

· Other Sheep provided the following handouts on a display table:

· A Christian Response to Homosexuality by Rev Steve Parelli (A paper in the context of India society, prepared for Trivandrum Theological Forum) - 10 
copies

· Kenyan Coming Out Stories: "Creating Communities of Listeners" - A Research Project by Rev. Stephen R. Parelli and Jose Enrique Ortiz - 10 copies

· How Baptist Doctrine May Obligtate the Evangelical to View Same-Sex Marriage as Primarily a Civil Matter and a Matter of Individual Conscience by Stepehn Parelli - 10 copies

· News Release: Trivandrum Theological Forum features USA married gay couple at young Christianlay leaders conference in Kerala, India - 30 copies

· News Release: (A second news item was made available)
Monday, August 15.  Steve and Jose presented PowerPoint on Kerala

· Steve creates PowerPoint on Kerala 2011 for tonight's presentation

· Jose makes 25 copies of handout re: the Kerala University students' meeting for tonight's presentation

· Steve and Jose have dinner with four church leaders

· Steve and Jose present a PowerPoint on Kerala 2011 and Nepal, Thailand, Malayasia and Singapore 2009 at the Free Community Church from 8-10PM; 
· following event, about 15 people were in attendance; Steve and Jose go out with a few 
members to area eateries;
Tuesday, August 16. Final day in Singapore

· Steve creates an eNews on Rev. Boon who was featured in a national newspaper (we woke to an article on Boon in the newspaper which was provided to our hotel room)

· Spend afternoon seeing Sky Park; Taxi to airport at 8PM for 11PM flight to Nepal
NEPAL
August 17 – September 1, 2011
Our impressions of the current situation and the potential possibilities of the Christian church in Nepal becoming, in part, welcoming and affirming of LGBT people

A report by Rev. Steve Parelli and Mr. Jose Ortiz

on their visit to Nepal, August 17 – September 1, 2001

Written September 6, 2010 -- Bronx, New York

Setting aside whatever variables
 may have to be figured into our data and thus alter our report one way or another, here is what we believe we have found for the present:

1. Our observations with regards to Christian pastors and religious leaders, and Christians in general, as per the topic of homosexuality and the church

a. Summary Statement:  Some Christian pastors, religious leaders and lay people are genuinely open and interested in knowing more about homosexuality (LGBT) in terms of what it is and what it is about and in terms of Bible-related questions (what does the Bible say about it?).  The following first-hand experiences substantiated this for us:

i. In one of the three regions/areas we visited:  

1. In a private meeting, a Christian religious leader of a given Christian society and fellow co-staff member stated their sympathy and interest in awareness and welcoming of LGBT people

2. Another pastor, in a private one-on-one meeting, naming his denominational theological school training (higher education) and giving its location, told us that he had a professor who clearly taught that the church must be affirming and welcoming of LGBT people

ii. In another of the three regions/areas we visited:

1. One pastor (having higher education) met with us privately; gave strong verbal indication of his full support in the Other Sheep mission; gave us his full blessing (twice)

2. Another pastor made the request for a future pastor-training workshop on the topic of homosexuality and faith

3. One young Christian man in his twenties spoke to us about his desire (ideally) to ask his pastor to talk with him about what the Bible does and does not say about homosexuality but that he does not (realistically) believe his pastor will give the question any kind of honest, thorough treatment

iii. Four pastors and one church staff member attended a (public) luncheon to hear three gay Christian Nepali people speak; two pastors indicated (initial) strong support in the mission of Other Sheep.

b. Summary Statement:  Christian pastors and leaders are not exposed to gay Christians on any kind of a personal one-to-one basis.

i. In one of the regions we visited, one pastor and his wife surmised that one of their church leaders is gay, but never had a real personal, frank one-on-one conversation with him/her about his/her sexual orientation

ii. In another one of the regions we visited, every pastor and religious leader with whom we met told us that we were the first gay (Christian or non-Christian) person (couple) they met; they seemed to find it a remarkable experience and without reservation listened to our story and took the paper (in Nepali) on the evangelical “ex-gay” movement in the USA.  

c. Summary Statement:  Some Christian pastors’ responses, of course, are not all positive

i. In one of the three regions we visited:

1. A leading pastor threatened a Christian Nepali associated with Other Sheep with possible church discipline

2. A female co-pastor, though cordial, was obviously uncomfortable and adamantly opposed to homosexuality when brought into conversation on the topic of equality marriage by one man who on occasion attends her church having been baptized there.

ii. In another of the three regions we visited:

1. After speaking in a church on the topic of welcoming and affirming, the pastor added concluding remarks to the congregation in which he said LGBT people are welcome but must change

d. Note:  The luncheon in Kathmandu to which pastors and lay Christians were invited:

i. No pastor who had attended the 2009 Other Sheep seminar in Kathmandu had responded in any form to the invitation that was emailed and texted to them (assuming contact information had not changed and that people received their messages)

2. Our observations with regards to over-all human rights activism/organizations in Nepal specifically in terms of its impact and/or support for LGBT Christians

a. Summary Statement:  LGBT organizations in Nepal are generally already supporting LGBT Christians where they can and especially where the Christian is already an activist him/herself; 

i. Blue Diamond Society (reportedly the largest LGBT organization in Asia) met with Other Sheep in 2009 and again in 2011 and has shown support in translation work, publication and distribution (2009/11); in conducting general meetings (2009); in staff-briefing meetings for on-field orientation (2011); and media coverage.

ii. Other human rights activist organizations  in Kathmandu in 2009 and in all three regions visited in 2011, welcomed Other Sheep and expressed interest and general support for the mission of Other Sheep

1. In all three regions visited in 2011, Other Sheep had the visual and physical (hands-on, personnel) on-the-ground support of a human rights activist organization, working side-by-side, together with us.

b. Summary Statement: In addition to non-religious organizations, there are Nepali Christian activists working on behalf of LGBT Christians

i. Other Sheep contact person since 2009 (name withheld) is an activist for human rights in general and is a central figure in helping, networking and supporting LGBT Christians in Nepal; this person connected us with significant, necessary, ground people in the three areas we visited who, in turn, conducted us to pastors and individuals whose contact information we took from the Internet, or who initiated further contacts for us, or who assisted in other ways, in order for us to present Other Sheep to individuals and groups

ii. In one of the three regions visited, we met a remarkable Christian activist who (among other activism) works for the welfare of LGBT Christians

3. Our observations with regards to the general public and its views on marriage-equality and homosexuality

a. General conditions around which our “data” was collected

i. The general public (Nepalis) with whom we interacted on a day-to-day basis

1. People in sales and services:  hotel; restaurant; Internet cafes; copying; travel sales – local and distant travel; general stores for items such as books, maps, and food.

a. While certainly these people in sales and services have a vested interest in us as the customer, there often was, it appeared to us, a very innocent, first time interaction with a “husband and husband” couple for which they obviously had not been prepared.
2. People in general with whom our paths crossed: on the bus, in the street and public square, eating next to us, etc.

3. Age would vary from around 20-35; education would vary, however all spoke English

ii. How the topic of marriage equality and homosexuality was introduced to individuals:

1. This was always natural and generally in the early stages of conversing with a new individual:  When introducing ourselves we always said we were “husband and husband.”

b. Summary Statement:  Young Nepalese (late teens to late thirties; most of them Hindu – we usually asked their religious affiliation) are very open to the idea of marriage equality and sexual orientation; the following substantiated this for us – i.e., some responses when introduced to the general public as husband and husband:

i. At the very outset, usually a huge roar of laughter, as if the foreigner was trying to make a joke (only once do we recall an individual who was totally in sync with us at the very outset, fully aware that we were NOT joking)

ii. Most of the time, sincere words of agreement and /or congratulations once it was established that we were not joking

iii. At times, lengthy conversations about homosexuality in Nepal and abroad (this was often the experience with waiters in restaurants and fellow travelers on buses; waiters at times would tell other waiters and waiters would gather at our table)

iv. In the public square to a group of five or more men:  One man, noticeably upset – a bit angry, challenged us that it was not natural, to which Steve replied that he was correct that it was not natural for him but that it was natural for us; general agreement followed even from the man who was upset

v. Individuals were more than happy to converse in front of their watching and listening associates about their feelings on homosexuality; this happened twice in Thamel (Kathmandu) and three times in Sauraha (Chitwan) – including one time with a father and son

vi. At times, individuals would want to exchange email and Facebook addresses because of their interest in us (in us generally or as a gay couple)

vii. At times, we would introduce Blue Diamond Society and Sunil Pant (first openly gay member of Nepal parliament) into the conversation to learn what Nepalese knew about human rights activism in Nepal for LGBT people; some Nepalese demonstrate, to a certain degree, a general awareness of LGBT human rights in Nepal

viii. Only one individual stated marriage equality would never come to Nepal

ix. Some stated they had never met a gay couple (or gay individual) before, and were glad to be doing so by meeting us

x. Most indicated that they knew there was gay marriage in some countries – that they were abreast of the news on this topic

xi. On one occasion – at a hotel – we were sought out and asked for more information on LGBT concerns by an individual

xii. On one occasion we spent a full evening in the home of an upper class family, celebrating with them the birthday of a family member; literally all ages were present (like a family reunion); a transgender danced as part of the entertainment; we were introduced and accepted (being invited to reside in their home upon our next visit to Nepal) as husband and husband

4. Our observations with regards to the existence of closeted gays in Nepal

a. Closeted gay Nepali Christians (though openly gay among themselves):  

i. There exists in Nepal a significant number of gay Christians who are closeted to the church but not to one another as gay and Christian (we met ten gay Christians, total from two of the three areas we visited, who are openly gay among themselves but apparently closeted to the church)

ii. The pastors who we met had no idea that there are gay Christians among them (when we cited the law of average as indicative of gay Christians among them), and some expressed surprise in meeting us to see and learn that we are gay (because we do not fit their stereotype of what a gay person should look like and act)

b. Closeted Nepali gays (whatever their religion or status):  Nepal, like all countries of the world, has closeted gays; in all three areas of Nepal where we visited we met closeted gays who look like every day Nepali men; they came out to us as either gay or as intensely interested in same-sex sex; Note: wherever we went we were constantly introducing ourselves as “husband and husband” – we became an easy target for anyone to seek us out for whatever reason; in some cases we were a magnet for gay men who perhaps had little to no exposure with other gay men 

c. We distinguish here “closeted gay” Nepali men from what we experienced as “sex for pay” offers which may or may not indicate an individual’s sexual preference/orientation;  Note: in the night life of the streets of Thamel, sexual offers (as well as drug deals) by third party pushers are common enough (especially when two men are returning to their hotel late at night); generally we most always identified ourselves to pushers as men interested in men and just as often, without any show of surprise in our same-sex taste on the part of the pusher, we were given the response that male sexual entertainment could be arranged (“sex for pay”)

5. Summary of the Foregoing: The current situation in Nepal presents an opportunity for the Christian church in Nepal to become, in part, welcoming and affirming of LGBT people; this is substantiated by:

a. At least three pastors and one religious leader/director (of a Christian society) have expressed substantial sympathy with the mission of Other Sheep and/or the desire/need to have more in depth knowledge on the topic of homosexuality and the church, while other pastors, who remain non-committal have cordially received the “ex-gay” paper (in Nepali) with a somewhat open mind we surmise.

b. There exists the structure and support of the vital, vast human rights organizations network in Nepal; these human rights organizations have and do cooperate with faith-based human rights activism in Nepal in which there is a focus on homophobia within religious communities.
c. Nepal is a country where pluralism or tolerance exists (by necessity if not in spirit) by virtue of the three religions present (Hinduism, Buddhism, and Christianity; casts is another story which sadly seems to counter this point of pluralism and/or acceptance); Nepal has legalized third/other gender identification; other positive political action/ bills/laws for the human rights of LGBT people appear to be in the making in Nepal in some of the minds of its political leaders; and people, on the street, often openly before their friends and family members, verbally support  marriage equality and the legitimate expression of one’s sexual orientation

d. There is, at the very least, two committed Christians (who we met and know personally) who currently work with human rights activism full time and who are already plugged into the existing human rights network in Nepal, who have a passion and commitment for reaching the LGBT Christian individuals and community, as well as making inroads with pastors and the Christian community at large.

e. Gay Christians are present and out to one another within the safe circles of sympathetic activist organizations while remaining closeted to their churches; other young Christians (gay or not, as represented by the one contact as reported in part 1.a.ii.3 above) are asking themselves questions about homosexuality and the Bible but are not willing to ask their pastor out of the assumption that a serious consideration of the topic will not be given/presented/studied

6. Ideas/actions to consider in moving the Nepal Christian community towards welcoming and affirming LGBT people;  Note: all of the following suggestions come from gay and straight, Christian and non-Christian Nepali individuals with whom we spoke in either 2009 or 2011 and who are interested in helping LGBT Christians obtain full acceptance within the community of churches
a. Translate into Nepali, publish and distribute the book The Children Are Free: Reexamining the Biblical Evidence on Same-sex Relationships (2009)

b. Train a small number of interested pastors with teaching materials in Nepali (one Christian/ theologian translator volunteered his/her services for this project) on what the Bible says about homosexuality (2011)

c. Have an underground association of gay Christians throughout Nepal for the purpose of fellowship and bringing awareness (2011)

d. Have media coverage from journalists who are sympathetic (one journalist volunteered his/her on-going services for the future) (2011)

e. Stay officially connected (Other Sheep Nepal) with the non-religious human rights organizations of Nepal through official association with their federation of organizations (2011)

f. Invite foundations (which are grant givers) existent in Nepal to observe first hand any open, public meetings where gay Christians are reaching out to the Christian community (2011)

g. Strategize in the distribution of the newly released “ex-gay” paper in Nepali, using the existent human rights organizations as distributers and targeting the Christian community (2011) 

� Our remarks as stated in this report are our (limited) impressions.  We make no claim, in presenting here, a studied analytical report on our topic.  Therefore, our remarks, depending on what further light may be brought to the topic, could appear with time as understated or overstated.  What we present here are our interpretations and evaluations based upon the comments and actions of the people with whom we spoke in three different areas of Nepal:  Kathmandu, Chitwan (specifically Sauraha and Narayanghat), and Pokhara.  





We have regarded the varied kinds of people with whom we spoke (Christian, non-Christian, gay and straight, male and female, educated and non-educated, mostly young, some the age of parents, often invested in us as tourists, and all Nepali) as all truthfully sharing their thoughts and feelings on the topic of homosexuality.  However, we fully understand that motivation (personal interest) and prevailing circumstantial forces (society, religion, family, and associates) can color the information a Nepali might share about him/herself and thereby skew the conclusions we make.  A Nepali may fabricate or mask, to some degree, his or her thoughts and feelings in order to please rather than disappoint the (male, American, openly gay) foreigner.  On the other hand, it can be argued, in some cases, that a Nepali might feel more at liberty to speak honestly about his or her thoughts on the topic of homosexuality with a stranger who lives half way around the world and who is only spending a few days in Nepal; he or she may feel safe enough to speak with complete honesty.  
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